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7o  the  Chairman  arid  Jftemberj  of  the  Urban 
2)istriet  Council  of  Oswaldtwistle. 

Gentlemen , 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you 
my  Fifth  Anmial  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  condition  of  Oswaldtwistle, 
for  the  year  ending  Dec.  gist ,  iqoS. 


The  Township  lies  between  latitude  58  degrees  42  minutes  and 
53  degrees  45  minutes  north,  and  longitude  2  degrees  21  minutes  to 
2  degrees  26  minutes  west. 


Altitude  in  feet 

Boundaries  of  the  District.  above  sea  level  along 

the  boundaries. 

On  the  north  by  the  districts  of  Church  and  Risliton,  from  400  to  550 
On  the  south  by  Haslingden  and  Yate  &  Pickup  Bank  ,,  850  to  1225 

On  the  east  by  Accrington  ...  ...  ,,  446  to  950 

On  the  west  by  Blackburn  ...  ...  „  500  to  850 

Area..  The  Area  of  Oswaldtwistle  comprises  4883  statute  acres. 

Population.  The  estimated  population  is  15,000.  The  census 
of  1901  gave  a  return  of  14,192. 

Taking  the  whole  of  the  Township,  the  above  figures  give  a 
density  of  population  of  3  per  acre,  though  the  Urban  portion  of  the 
district  has  a  far  greater  density  of  population,  being  about  42  per  acre. 
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Feet  above 
sea  level. 

Altitudes.  At  the  boundry  with  Church, 

at  the  bottom  of  Union  Road  ...  the  altitude  is  4*28 


At  Moscow  Mill  Street  ...  ...  ,,  450 

Opposite  the  Town  Hall  .  .  ...  ,,  483 

At  the  bounday  with  Blackburn  on 

Blackburn  Road  ...  ...  ,,  490 

At  Mother  Red  Cap  Inn,  on  Blackburn 

Road  ...  ...  ...  ,,  582 

In  New  Lane,  which  is  the  highest  part  of 

the  built  up  portion  of  the  district  ...  ,,  581 

At  the  centre  of  Stanhill  Village  ...  ,,  598 

At  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Hotel,  Cross 

Edge  ...  ...  ...  ,,  874 

At  the  National  School,  which  is  the  highest 

portion  of  the  Belthorn  Village  ...  ,,  1020 


The  subsoil  of  the  built  upon  portion  of  the  district  is  mostly  marl 
and  clay.  Stanhill  Village,  Broadfield,  and  Belthorn  Village  are 
mostly  upon  the  grit  rock,  which  crops  up  to  the  surface  in  a  number 
of  places.  These  villages  are  upon  the  higher  altitudes — from  600 
feet  to  1000  feet  above  sea  level. 


Occupations.  The  inhabitants  are  employed  at  various  trades, 
viz  :  Chemical  Manufacturing,  Cotton  spinning  and  Weaving, 
Coal  Mining,  Paper  Making,  Calico  Printing,  and  Milk 
Farming. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  female  inhabitants  are  employed  in  the 
cotton  industry. 


Births.  During  the  year  379  births  were  registered,  of  these  200 
were  boys  and  179  were  girls,  equal  to  a  birth  rate  of  25.26  per 
1000  per  annum ;  compared  with  377  births  and  a  birth  rate 
of  25.40  per  1000  per  annum  in  the  previous  year. 


The  illegitimate  births  numbered  19. 
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Table  of  Birth  Rates  for  the  last  Fourteen  years. 


Y  ear 

Bate  per  10 

1895 

29.33 

1896 

31.54 

1897 

28.13 

1898 

30.00 

1899 

25.29 

1900 

26.51 

1901 

26.62 

Year 

Bate  per  1C 

1902 

27.44 

1903 

26.85 

1904 

21.91 

1905 

23.96 

1906 

25.98 

1907 

25.40 

1908 

25.26 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  above  table  that  the  birth  rate  for  the 


past  year  is  the  lowest,  with  the  exception  of  the  years  1904  and  1905, 
during  the  last  14  years. 


Taking  the  figures  for  the  past  25  years,  the  birth  rate  shews  an 
alarming  and  persistent  decline,  more  clearly  demonstrated  by  com¬ 
paring  the  average  rates  for  successive  periods  of  five  years,  as 
illustrated  in  the  table  below. 


Period  of  5  Years. 
1882-1886 
1887-1891 
1892-1896 
1897-1901 
1902-1906 
1907-1908  (2  years) 


Average  Birth  Bate. 

36.0 

33.98 

29.34 

27.31 

25.22 

25.33 


The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  not  been  adopted  by 
the  Council,  although  it  has  been  under  consideration  on  two  or  three 
occasions,  and  has  been  deferred  for  the  present. 


The  table  below  gives  the  birth  rates  for  Oswaldtwistle,  and  those 
of  the  County  of  Lancashire,  and  England  and  Wales  respectively 
during  the  ten  years — 1898-1907  inclusive. 


Birth  Rate  per  iooo  of  the  Population. 

England  and  Wales. 

1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907 

29.4  29.3  28.5  28.5  28.6  28.4  27.9  27.2  27.0  26.3 

County  of  Lancashire. 

27.62  27.09  26.80  26.57  26.85  26.77  25.56  25.06  24.99  24.23 
Oswaldtwistle. 

30.00  25.29  26.51  26.62  27.44  26.85  21.91  23.96  25.98  25.40 
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Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  Population. 


1881-5 

1886-90 

1891-5 

1896-1900 

1901-5 

1906-7 

England  and  Wales 

33.50 

31.40 

30.46 

29.39 

28.12 

26.6 

County  of  Lancashire 

— 

— 

30.51 

27.73 

26.16 

24.61 

Oswaldtwistle 

36.52 

34.04 

29.73 

28.29 

25.00 

25.67 

The  above  figures  show  the  decline  in  the  birth  rate  is  not 
confined  to  the  district,  but  is  general  throughout  the  country. 
Commenting  on  this  point,  the  Registrar  General  in  his  68th  annual 
report,  says  “  there  are  sufficient  grounds  for  stating  that  during  the 
past  35  years  approximately  17°/o  of  the  decline  in  the  birth  rate 
(based  on  the  proportion  of  births  to  the  female  population  aged  15-45 
years,)  is  due  to  the  decrease  in  the  proportion  of  married  women  in 
the  female  population  of  conceptive  ages,  and  about  10%  is  due  to  the 
decrease  of  illegitimacy.” 

He  adds  “  that  of  the  total  number  of  married  women  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  those  aged  15.25  years  was  15.2  per  cent,  in  1871,  14.8  per 
cent,  in  1881,  13.7  per  cent,  in  1891,  and  only  12.4  per  cent,  in  1901.” 
The  fecundity  of  the  female  being  at  its  maximum  between  15  and  25 
years  of  age,  and  the  proportion  of  married  women  at  this  age  being 
on  the  decline,  it  follows  that  the  birth  rate  will  perforce  decline  also. 

There  is  no  doubt  also  that  drugs  and  other  means  aiming  at 
preventing  conception  are  widely  employed,  and  must  considerably 
afiect  what  would  be  the  normal  birth  rate. 


Deaths.  During  the  year  205  deaths  were  registered  in  the 
district — 102  males  and  103  females,  giving  a  “  crude”  annual 
death  rate  of  13.66  per  1000,  compared  with  219  deaths,  and  a 
“crude”  annual  death  rate  of  14.79  per  1000  in  the  previous 
year. 


In  addition  to  these,  15  “  residents  ” — 8  males  and  7  females  died 
in  public  institutions  outside  the  district  as  follows  : — 


Blackburn  Workhouse 
,,  Infirmary 
Accrington  Hospital 
Stockport  Infirmary 


8 

4 

2 

1 


Therefore  the  total  number  of  deaths  of  “  residents  ”  is  220 — 110 
males  and  110  females,  compared  with  238  in  1907,  a  decrease  of  18. 
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The  death  rate  for  the  Township,  after  the  above  correction,  is 
14.66  per  1000  per  annum,  as  against  16.08  per  1000  per  annum  in 
the  previous  year. 


Table  of  Deaths  during  each  Month  (corrected). 


Males 

Females 

Total 

January 

14 

12 

26 

F  ebruary 

11 

9 

20 

March 

7 

14 

21 

April 

4 

6 

10 

May 

13 

8 

21 

June 

8 

8 

16 

July 

3 

7 

10 

August 

8 

8 

16 

September 

7 

12 

19 

October 

5 

7 

12 

November 

9 

12 

21 

December 

21 

7 

28 

Total 

110 

110 

220 

Table 

of  Deaths 

from  all 

causes  at  subjoined 

ages. 

Under  1  year 

1  to  5 

5  to  15 

15  to  25  25  to  65 

65  &  over 

51 

17 

7 

10  86 

49 

The  following  table  gives  the  comparative  death  rates  for 
England  and  Wales,  the  County  of  Lancashire,  and  Oswaldtwistle, 
for  the  years  indicated. 


Death  Rate  per  iooo  of  the  Population. 

England  and  Wales. 

1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907 

17.6  18.3  18.3  16.9  16.3  15.4  16.2  15.2  15.4  15.0 

County  of  Lancashire. 

16.58  17.60  17.19  16.28  15.26  15.22  15.54  14.32  14.62  14.40 
Oswaldtwistle. 

14.3  18.51  19.74  17.52  13.2  15.2  18.76  13.29  16.46  16.08 
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Death 

Rate 

per  iooo 

of  the 

Population. 

1881-5 

1886-90 

1891-5 

1896-1900 

1901-5 

1906-7 

England  &  Wales 

19.4 

18.8 

18.7 

17.74 

16.0 

15.2 

County  of  Lancashir 

•e  — 

— 

19.07 

17.24 

15.32 

14.51 

Oswaldtwistle 

20.96 

21.44 

17.21 

17.22 

15.59 

16.02 

Table  showing  Births,  Deaths,  and  Natural  Increase 
during  the  last  Thirteen  Years. 


Year 

No.  of 
Births 

1995 

419 

1896 

448 

1897 

422 

1898 

465 

1899 

392 

1900 

411 

1901 

386 

1902 

398 

1903 

392 

1904 

320 

1905 

344 

1906 

382 

1907 

377 

1908 

379 

Rate 

No.  of 

per  1000 

Deaths 

29.33 

241 

31.54 

216 

28.13 

275 

30.00 

222 

25.29 

287 

26.51 

306 

26.62 

254 

27.44 

192 

25.48 

222 

21.91 

274 

23.56 

194 

25.98 

242 

25.40 

238 

25.26 

220 

Rate 

Natural 

per  1000 

Increase 

17.2 

178 

15.21 

232 

18.33 

147 

14.32 

243 

18.51 

105 

19.74 

105 

17.52 

132 

13.2 

206 

15.2 

170 

18.76 

46 

13.29 

150 

16.46 

140 

16.08 

139 

14.66 

159 
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By  the  term  “  Residents  ”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  sickness 
or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

The  “  Public  Institutions  ”  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  tables  are  those  into  which  persons 
are  habitually  received  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses  and  lunatic  asylums. 
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fa)  In  the  following  table,  all  deaths  of  residents  occurring  in 
public  institutions  whether  within  or  without  the  district  are  included 
with  the  other  deaths  in  the  column  for  the  several  age  groups 
(column  2-8). 


( b )  Under  the  heading  of  diarrhoea  are  included  deaths  registered 
as  due  to  epidemic  diarrhoea,  epidemic  enteritis,  infective  enteritis, 
zymotic  enteritis,  summer  diarrhoea,  dysentery  and  dysenteric 
diarrhoea,  choleraic  diarrhoea,  cholera  and  cholera  nostras. 


Deaths  from  diarrhoea,  secondary  to  some  other  well  defined 
disease,  are  included  under  the  latter. 


Deaths  from  enteritis,  muco-enteritis,  gastro-enteritis,  and  gas¬ 
tritis,  (see  under  the  heading  diarrhoeal  diseases  in  table  of  infantile 
mortality),  are  included  under  enteritis  and  placed  immediately  below, 
but  separately  from,  those  enumerated  under  the  heading  diarrhoea  as 
defined  by  enumeration  above. 


(c)  Under  the  heading  of  cancer  and  puerperal  fever  are  included 
all  registered  deaths  from  causes  comprised  within  those  general  terms, 
thus  :  under  cancer  are  included  deaths  from  cancer,  carcinoma, 
malignant  disease,  scirrhus,  epithelioma,  sarcoma,  villous  tumour, 
and  papilloma  of  bladder,  rodent  ulcer.  Under  puerperal  fever  are 
included  deaths  from  pyaemia,  septicaemia,  saprasmia,  pelvic  peritonitis, 
peri-  and  endo-metritis  occurring  in  the  puerperim. 


fd)  Under  “congenital  defects”  in  table  of  infantile  mortality  are 
included  deaths  from  atelectasis,  icterus  neonatorum,  navel  haemorr¬ 
hage,  malformations,  and  congenital  hydrocephalus. 


fej  Under  “  tubercular  meningitis  ”  are  included  deaths  from  acute 
hydrocephalus. 


(f)  Under  “  other  tubercular  diseases  ”  are  included  deaths  from 
tuberculosis,  tuberculosis  of  bones,  joints,  and  other  organs,  lupus,  and 
scrofula. 


(g)  All  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners  and  all 
inquest  cases  are  classed  as  “  certified,”  all  other  deaths  are  regarded 
as  “uncertified.” 
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Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1908. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents”  whether  occurring 

in  or  beyond  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death 


Smallpox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  (including  Mem¬ 
braneous  Croup) 

Croup 

' Typhus 
Fever  -  Enteric 

Other  continued 
Epidemic  Influenza 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 
Cancer,  (Malignant  disease) 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 
Organs 

Alcoholism  (Cirrhosis  of  Liver)  3 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition  . . . 

Heart  diseases 
Accidents 
Suicides 
Murder 

All  other  causes 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and  25  and 

All 

Under 

under  under 

under 

under  65  ai 

Ages 

1  year 

5 

15 

25 

65 

upwar 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

.  6 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

1 

0 

4 

4 

0 

6 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

19 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

4 

25 

10 

1 

0 

0 

8 

6 

10 

2 

1 

0 

0 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

2 

7 

6 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

85 

15 

2 

4 

1 

35 

28 

220 

51 

17 

7 

10 

86 

49 

All  causes 


Table  showing  the  causes  of  Deaths  during  the  last  13  years. 
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Infantile  Death  Rate.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  tables 
above,  51  deaths  were  registered  of  children  under  1  year  of 
age,  representing  for  the  year  134.56  deaths  per  1000  births, 
compared  with  44  deaths  and  a  mortality  of  116.71  per  1000 
births  in  the  previous  year,  and  an  average  of  63.7  deaths  and 
a  mortality  of  164.73  per  1000  births  for  the  ten  years 
1898-1907. 

The  figures  for  the  past  year  therefore,  although  rather  higher 
than  in  the  previous  one,  compare  very  favourably  with  the  average 
for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

Convulsions  and  premature  births  have  accounted  for  the  largest 
number  of  deaths,  viz  :  8  each. 

Diarrhoea  has  been  responsible  for  6  deaths,  while  diarrhoeal 
diseases  as  a  whole,  including  such  diseases  as  enteritis,  gastro¬ 
enteritis,  gastrointestinal  catarrh,  etc.,  have  caused  12  deaths. 

Bronchitis  caused  6  deaths,  pneumonia  2,  measles  1,  various 
tubercular  diseases  3,  and  congenital  defects  5. 


Table  of  Infantile  Death  Rate  for  the  last 

Fourteen  Years. 


No.  of 

Deaths  to 

No.  of 

Deaths  to 

Year 

Deaths 

1000  Births 

Year 

Deaths 

1000  Births 

1895 

67 

159 

1902 

55 

138 

1896 

61 

136 

1903 

52 

132 

1897 

92 

163 

1904 

61 

191 

1898 

73 

156 

1905 

49 

142 

1899 

80 

204 

1906 

69 

180.62 

1900 

73 

177 

1907 

44 

116.71 

1901 

81 

210 

1908 

51 

134.56 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  average  death  rate  amongst 
infants  during  the  last  five  years  shows  a  decided  improvement  over 
the  previous  five  years,  being  153  deaths  per  1000  births  for  the  years 
1904-1908,  as  against  172  deaths  per  1000  births  for  the  years 
1899-1903. 

In  recent  years  infantile  mortality  has  received  a  great  amount 
of  attention,  and  one  has  heard  on  all  sides  and  read  numerous  articles 
on  what  has  been  termed  “  the  slaughter  of  the  innocents,”  it  is  most 
gratifying  therefore  to  find  that  in  this  Township  at  least  there  are 
signs  of  improvement,  although  I  must  admit  that  the  figures  are  still 
too  high,  and  hope  that  future  years  will  see  a  constant  reduction, 
since  a  large  number  of  the  deaths  are  preventable. 
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I  think  all  praise  is  clue  to  our  District  Nurses  for  the  part  they 
have  taken  in  giving  instruction  to  mothers  in  the  proper  methods  of 
rearing  children  in  those  cases  which  have  come  under  their  notice. 
I  know  from  experience  that  their  skill  has  in  several  instances  been 
invaluable  and  has  saved  many  an  infant  life,  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  sacrificed  either  from  ignorance  or  carelessness. 


I  think  also  the  printed  cards  on  “  infant  feeding,”  which  I  drew 
up  and  which  were  distributed  in  the  town  have  done  a  large  amount 
of  good. 


Although  feeding  bottles  without  tubes  are  coming  more  and  more 
into  use,  there  are  still  a  large  number  of  women  who  persist  in  using 
the  old  fashioned  type  with  long  rubber  tubes.  I  have  repeatedly  con¬ 
demned  the  latter  both  privately  and  in  my  reports  to  your  Council, 
but  in  many  cases  little  or  no  heed  is  paid,  the  reason  given  in  almost 
every  case  being  that  they  do  not  require  holding. 


I  have  observed  that  by  far  the  larger  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea 
in  children  occur  in  those  fed  out  of  the  old  fashioned  bottle,  and  the 
few  minutes  spent  in  holding  a  bottle  of  modern  type  to  feed  an  infant 
is  more  than  rewarded  by  their  safety. 


Bronchitis  caused  25  deaths  compared  with  88  in  the  previous 
year,  and  an  average  of  27.37  during  the  last  eight  years.  Ten 
were  in  children  under  1  year  of  age,  one  from  1  to  5  years, 
eight  from  25  to  65  years,  and  six  in  persons  65  years  of  age 
and  upwards.  No  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  between 
the  ages  of  5  and  25  years. 


Pneumonia  caused  10  deaths  compared  with  16  in  the  previous 
year  and  an  average  of  15-62  for  the  last  eight  years.  Two 
were  in  children  under  1  year  of  age,  one  from  1  to  5  years, 
six  from  25  to  65  years,  and  one  in  persons  65  years  of  age  and 
upwards.  As  in  the  case  of  bronchitis,  no  deaths  occurred 
from  this  complaint  between  the  ages  of  5  and  25  years. 


Pleurisy.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  excluding  phthisis, 
caused  one  death,  making  the  total  deaths  from  respiratory  diseases 
36,  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  2-40  per  1000  per  annum,  compared  with 
51  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  8.44  in  the  previous  year. 
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During  the  last  seven  years  the  average  number  of  deaths  from 
respiratory  diseases,  excluding  phthisis,  was  44.48,  and  the  average 
death  rate  2.89,  so  that  the  figures  for  the  year  under  consideration 
compare  very  favourably  with  those  of  previous  years. 


Table  of  Deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding 

Phthisis)  in  each  Month. 


Jail.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Jun.  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total 
1908  6552  4  0004118  36 

1907  872555242416  51 


Table  of  Death  Rates  from  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding 
Phthisis)  for  the  last  Seven  Years. 


Year 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 

Year 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 

1902 

32 

2.20 

1906 

45 

2.72 

1903 

44 

3.01 

1907 

51 

3.44 

1904 

62 

4.24 

1908 

36 

2.40 

1905 

41 

2.74 

The  Seven  Principal  Epidemic  or  Zymotic  Dis¬ 
eases,  viz  : — smallpox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria 
and  membranous  croup,  whooping  cough,  fever,  (including 
enteric,  typhus,  and  continued  fever,)  and  diarrhoea,  caused 
19  deaths ;  equivalent  to  a  zymotic  or  epidemic  death  rate  of 
1.26  per  1000,  as  against  18  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  1.21 
per  1000  in  the  previous  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  these 
diseases  :  — 


Smallpox 

Deaths  1908 

0 

Deaths  1907 

0 

Measles 

2 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

1 

Diphtheria 

4 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea 

10 

7 

Total 

19 

18 

19 


Table  of  Zymotic  Death  Rate  for  the  last 

Fourteen  Years. 


Year 

Deaths  per  1000 

Year 

Deaths  per  1000 

1895 

1.61 

1902 

.75 

1896 

.21 

1903 

.41 

1897 

2.53 

1904 

2.67 

1898 

1.03 

1905 

.89 

1899 

.77 

1906 

3.12 

1900 

2.45 

1907 

1.21 

1901 

1.65 

1908 

1.26 

In 

considering  the  above  table  of  epidemic  death 

rates,  it  must  be 

remembered  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1906,  an  alteration 
in  the  method  of  compiling  the  Local  Government  Board  Tables  came 
into  operation,  all  deaths  of  children  under  t  year  Of  age  from 
enteritis,  nmco-enteritis,  gastritis,  and  gastro-mtestinal  catarrh,  being 
included  under  the  head  of  diarrhoea  ;  this  applies  also  to  the  year 
1907.  Lor  the  year  1908,  the  Local  Government  Board  direct  that 
deaths  from  enteritis,  muco-enteritis,  gastritis,  and  gastro-mtestinal 
catarrh,  should  be  given  separately  from  deaths  from  diarrhoea,  which 
includes  deaths  registered  as  due  to  epidemic  diarrhoea,  epidemic 
enteritis,  infective  enteritis,  zymotic  enteritis,  summer  diarrhoea, 
dysentery  and  dysenteric  diarrhoea,  choleraic  diarrhoea,  cholera,  and 
cholera  nostras,  therefore  to  this  extent  the  rates  for  1906,  1907,  and 
1908  are  not  comparable  with  those  of  1905  and  previous  years. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  and  Deaths  therefrom 

during  the  Year  1908. 


Cases  notified  in  whole  district. 


Notifiable  Disease 

Smallpox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria,  including 
Membranous  Croup 


At  all  Under 

1 
0 


ages 

0 

0 

35 
8 


0 

0 

1 


1  to  5 

0 

0 

11 

0 


0 

to  15 

0 

0 

17 

0 


Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Lever 
Typhus  Lever 
Enteric  Lever 
Relapsing  Lever 
Continued  Lever 
Puerperal  Lever 
Plague 


12  0  1  5 

0  0  0  0 

7  0  0  1 

0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0 

10  0  0 
0  0  0  0 

63  1  15  23 


At  ages— years. 

15  25  65  and 

to  25  to  65  upwards 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

4  3  0 

1  6  0 

1  2  0 

0  0  0 

3  3  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  10 

000 

9  15  0 


Deaths 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 


Totals 


8 
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Small pOX.  On  April  27th,  information  was  received  from  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  at  Southampton,  that  a  resident  in  this 
Township  had  been  in  contact  with  a  case  of  smallpox  on  board 
a  ship  which  had  arrived  at  that  port.  On  his  arrival  here  he 
was  kept  under  observation,  but  fortunately  did  not  develop 
the  disease. 


Diphtheria..  35  cases  were  notified,  4  of  which  ended  fatally, 
compared  with  10  cases  and  3  deaths  in  1907.  No  cases 
occurred  in  children  under  1  year  of  age,  11  were  in  children 
between  1  and  5  years,  17  between  5  and  15  years,  4  between 
15  and  25  years,  and  3  between  25  and  65  years. 


The  disease  was  reported  in  nine  months  out  of  the  twelve  as 
follows  : — 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  April  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

02556110802  5 


Table  of  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  Deaths  therefrom, 
during  the  last  Eleven  Years. 


Year 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Year 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

1898 

4 

1 

1904 

8 

0 

1899 

— 

1 

1905 

4 

1 

1900 

— 

5 

1906 

10 

0 

1901 

30 

12 

1907 

10 

3 

1902 

14 

5 

1908 

35 

4 

1903 

6 

0 

The  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  reported  during  the  year  has 
been  far  in  excess  of  any  previous  year  of  which  I  have  record,  but  it 
is  satisfactory  on  the  other  hand  to  find  that  the  mortality  has  been 
very  low,  only  four  cases  resulting  fatally. 


Although  I  have  gone  most  carefully  into  the  series  of  cases,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  any  reasonable  cause  to  account  for  such  a 
heavy  incidence.  The  cases  have  occurred  in  practically  every  part  of 
the  Township,  no  one  locality,  with  the  exception  of  the  streets  round 
the  Springfield  district,  being  specially  at  fault.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  the  cases  round  Springfield  were  due  to  contact,  and  in  one 
instance  I  had  to  warn  a  woman  for  exposing  herself  two  days  after 
having  been  notified  as  suffering  from  the  disease. 
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The  schools  had  particular  attention  paid  to  them,  as  cases 
occurred  in  practically  every  one,  and  as  several  children  attending 
Mount  Pleasant  School  were  attacked  within  a  short  space  of  time, 
I  had  the  whole  of  the  premises  disinfected  with  sulphur  fumes, — 52 
lbs.  being  used  in  the  work.  This  seems  to  have  effectually  stopped 
the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  milk  supply  to  all  cases  was  investigated,  but  no  infection 
could  be  definitely  traced  to  any  particular  farm. 


Erysipelas.  Eight  cases  were  notified  and  no  deaths  resulted, 
compared  with  ten  cases  and  no  deaths  in  the  previous  year. 

One  case  occurred  in  a  child  under  1  year  of  age,  one  between 
15  and  25,  and  six  between  25  and  65. 

It  was  reported  in  five  months  out  of  the  twelve  as  follows  : — 

Jail.  Feb.  Mar.  April  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

00  1  1  01  1080  1  0 


Table  of  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified,  and  Deaths 
therefrom,  during  the  last  Eight  Years. 


Year 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Year 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

1901 

10 

0 

1905 

18 

1 

1902 

6 

0 

1906 

14 

0 

1903 

9 

0 

1907 

10 

0 

1904 

8 

0 

1908 

8 

0 

Scarlet  Fever.  Twelve  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  and  no 
deaths  resulted,  compared  with  22  cases  and  one  death  in  1907. 


Four  cases  were  in  children  from  1  to  5  years,  five  occurred  from 
5  to  15,  one  from  15  to  25,  and  two  from  25  to  65. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  reported  in  each 
month  : — 

Jail.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

000  0  0  5  100  042 
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Table  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified,  and  Deaths 


therefrom,  during  the  last  Eleven  Years. 


Year 

Cases 

Notifed 

Deaths 

1898 

13 

0 

1899 

94 

3 

1900 

— 

5 

1901 

71 

4 

1902 

45 

1 

1903 

35 

3 

Year 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

1904 

16 

0 

1905 

40 

1 

1906 

40 

0 

1907 

22 

1 

1908 

12 

0 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  above  table  that  fewer  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  occurred  last  year  than  during  any  previous  year  of  which  I  have 
particulars. 


Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever.  Seven  cases  of  this  disease 
were  reported,  three  proving  fatal,  compared  with  four  cases 
and  1  death  in  the  previous  year. 


One  case  occurred  from  5  to  15  years  of  age,  three  from  15  to  25, 
and  three  from  25  to  65. 


It  was  reported  in  four  months  out  of  the  twelve  as  follows  :  — 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  April  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec 

20  1  0  0  0  0  20020 


Table  of  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  notified,  and  Deaths 
therefrom  during  the  last  Eleven  Years. 


Year 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

1898 

27 

7 

1899 

16 

3 

1900 

— 

1 

1901 

9 

3 

1902 

9 

1 

1903 

7 

2 

Y  ear 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

1904 

14 

7 

1905 

9 

3 

1906 

11 

3 

1907 

4 

1 

1908 

7 

3 
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Puerperal  Fever.  One  case  only  occurred,  and  this  un¬ 
fortunately  proved  fatal.  The  woman  had  been  attended  in 
child-birth  by  a  midwife.  I  reported  the  matter  to  the  Mid- 
wives’  Board  and  one  of  their  lady  inspectors  investigated  the 
case.  To  guard  against  any  spread  of  the  disease,  I  had  the 
midwife’s  clothes,  bag,  etc.,  carefully  disinfected,  and  her  house 
fumigated,  she  being  meanwhile  suspended  from  practice. 


Table  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified,  and  Deaths 
therefrom,  during  the  last  Ten  Years. 


Year 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Year 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

1899 

1 

1 

1904 

1 

0 

1900 

— 

1 

1905 

2 

1 

1901 

0 

0 

1906 

1 

0 

1902 

0 

0 

1907 

6 

4 

1903 

0 

0 

1908 

1 

1 

There  are  five  midwives  certified  under  the  Midwives’  Act,  1902, 
residing  in  the  Township.  None  of  these  are  properly  trained  women, 
but  have  their  names  on  the  County  Register  by  virtue  of  their  having 
been  in  practice  before  the  passing  of  the  Act. 


Measles.  During  the  first  half  of  the  year  a  few  cases  of  measles 
occurred  in  the  Township,  but  the  disease  not  being  notifiable, 
it  is  impossible  to  estimate  what  the  actual  number  was.  Two 
deaths  however  resulted,  one  in  March  and  one  in  May,  both 
being  children  under  5  years  of  age. 


Table  of  Deaths  from  Measles  for  the  last 


Eleven 

Years. 

Year 

Deaths 

Y  ear 

Deaths 

1898 

0 

1904 

27 

1899 

1 

1905 

0 

1900 

20 

1906 

13 

1901 

1 

1907 

6 

1902 

1 

1908 

2 

1903 

1 

Whooping'  Cough.  The  disease  also  is  not  notifiable,  so  that 
it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  number  of  cases  which  occurred. 
Nevertheless  it  was  more  or  less  in  evidence  during  the  year, 
though  no  deaths  have  been  attributable  to  it. 
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Table  of  Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  for  the 


last  Eleven  Years. 


Year 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 
1903 


Deaths 

Year 

0 

1904 

3 

1905 

0 

1906 

4 

1907 

3 

1908 

0 

Deaths 

2 

1 

4 

0 

0 


Diarrhoea  lias  caused  10  deaths — six  being  in  children  under  1 
year  of  age,  and  four  from  1  to  5  years  of  age.  Six  deaths  also 
occurred  from  enteritis,  all  being  children  under  1  year  of  age, 
but  as  these  are  included,  by  order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  together  with  diarrhoea  under  the  general  heading 
diarrhceal  diseases  in  the  table  of  infantile  mortality,  it  will  be 
seen  from  that  table  that  the  total  deaths  from  this  group  are 
16,  twelve  being  children  under  1  year  of  age. 


Table  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  for  the  last 

Eleven  Years. 


Year 

Deaths 

Year 

Deaths 

1898 

•  •  • 

8 

1904 

3 

1899 

8 

1905 

5 

1900 

2 

1906* 

26 

1901 

7 

1907* 

7 

1902 

1 

1908* 

10 

1903 

3 

*  As  stated  previously,  owing  to  the  alteration  in  the  method  of 
compiling  the  Local  Government  Board  Tables  which  came  into 
operation  at  the  commencement  of  1906,  and  a  second  alteration 
adopted  for  the  tables  for  1908,  it  is  impossible  to  compare  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy  the  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  during  the 
past  years  with  those  during  1906  and  1907,  or  with  previous  years. 
These  facts  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  considering  the  above  table. 


Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases.  Nine 

deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  phthisis  and  six  to  tubercular 
di  sease  of  organs  other  than  the  lungs,  making  a  total  of  15 
deaths  from  tuberculosis,  compared  with  23  in  1907. 
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Three  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  1  year  of  age,  three  from 
1  to  5  years,  one  from  5  to  15  years,  four  from  15  to  25  years,  and 
four  from  25  to  65  years. 

The  death  rate  from  phthisis  is  0.60,  compared  with  0.81  in  the 
preceding  year. 


Table  of  Deaths  from  Phthisis  during  the 

last  Fourteen  Years. 


Year 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

Year 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

1895 

10 

0.71 

1902 

11 

0.75 

1896 

18 

0.91 

1908 

11 

0.75 

1897 

11 

0.78 

1904 

14 

0.95 

1898 

7 

0.45 

1905 

6 

0.41 

1899 

11 

0.71 

1906 

9 

0.61 

1900 

15 

0.96 

1907 

12 

0.81 

1901 

9 

0.62 

1908 

9 

0.60 

The  death  rate  from  tubercular  disease  of 
lungs  is  0.40,  compared  with  0.74  in  1907. 

organs  other 

than  the 

Deaths  from  Tubercular  Diseases  of  Organs  other  than 
the  Lungs  during  the  past  Eight  Years. 


Year 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

Y  ear 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

1901 

19 

1.31 

1905 

12 

0.82 

1902 

14 

0.96 

1906 

15 

1.02 

1903 

6 

0.41 

1907 

11 

0.74 

1904 

13 

0.89 

1908 

6 

0.40 

The  general  public  do  not  sufficiently  recognise  the  fact  that 
tuberculosis,  or  consumption  as  it  is  popularly  called,  is  an  infectious 
disease,  and  is  therefore  more  or  less  preventable.  Notification  of 
cases  would  no  doubt  prove  beneficial,  since  printed  instructions  could 
be  sent  to  each  house  where  the  disease  occurred,  explaining  the 
means  of  preventing  its  spread  from  the  sufferers  to  those  with  whom 
they  come  in  contact. 


26 


In  case  of  death  from  consumption,  the  house  should  be  carefully 
disinfected,  as  the  germs  of  the  disease  remain  potent  in  all  probability 
for  years,  and  may  infect  individuals  occupying  the  room  long  after 
the  death  of  the  original  case. 


The  Council  will  carry  out  this  work  at  any  time,  free  of  charge, 
on  request. 


The  expectoration  is  the  chief  source  of  dissemination  of  the 
disease,  and  for  this  reason  consumptives  ought  to  take  special  pre¬ 
caution  in  the  disposal  of  their  sputum.  They  ought  always  to  carry 
a  supply  of  handkerchiefs  to  receive  the  secretion,  and  take  the  first 
opportunity  of  burning  them  after  use.  Sputum  which  has  become 
dried  is  particularly  dangerous,  and  by  infecting  the  air  in  the  form  of 
fine  dust  may  be  the  means  of  communicating  the  malady  to  healthy 
persons  by  being  inhaled  in  the  process  of  respiration. 


Epidemic  Influenza  was  again  prevalent  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year,  and  was  responsible  for  four  deaths,  compared 
with  three  in  the  previous  year.  Two  of  the  deaths  occurred  in 
old  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  one  from  15  to  25  years,  and 
one  from  25  to  65  years. 


Table  of  Deaths  from  Epidemic  Influenza  during 

« 

the  last  Eight  Years. 


Year  Deaths 

1901  ...  1 

1902  ...  2 

1908 

1904  ...  2 


Year  Deaths 

1905  ...  2 

1906  ...  1 

1907  ...  3 

1908  ...  4 


Cancer  has  caused  19  deaths,  equivalent  to  an  annual  death  rate 
of  1.26  per  1000,  compared  with  15  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of 
1.01  per  1000  in  1907. 


Fifteen  of  the  cases  were  in  persons  from  25  to  65,  and  four  were 
persons  over  65  years  of  age. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  details  of  Deaths 

due  to  Cancer. 


Cancer  of  Breast 

Males 

0 

Females 

1 

Total 

1 

,,  Uterus 

0 

B 

3 

,,  Intestines 

0 

1 

1 

Carcinoma  of  Peritoneum  ... 

0 

1 

1 

,,  Stomach 

4 

1 

5 

,,  Rectum 

1 

0 

1 

,,  Liver 

0 

1 

1 

Epithelioma  of  Lip 

1 

0 

1 

,,  Floor  of  Mouth 

1 

0 

1 

,,  Larynx 

1 

0 

1 

,,  Umbilicus 

0 

1 

1 

Lympho- Sarcoma  of  Neck 

1 

0 

1 

Rodent  Ulcer 

1 

0 

1 

Table  showing  Mortality  Statistics  in  certain  Towns  in  1908. 
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House  Accommodation.  A  considerable  number  of 
cottages  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  chiefly  in  the 
Spread  Eagle  portion  of  the  district,  and  the  scarcity  of 
houses  to  which  I  have  referred  in  my  two  previous  annual 
reports  is  not  so  keenly  felt,  though  there  are  still  none  too 
many. 

Four  cases  of  alleged  overcrowding  have  come  under  the  notice 
of  the  Health  Department ;  in  one  case  we  had  the  number  of  inmates 
reduced,  and  in  a  second  case  the  house  was  vacated. 

No  houses  have  been  condemned  during  the  year  as  being  unfit 
for  human  habitation,  but  several  were  found  which  were  structurally 
defective,  and  the  owners  were  instructed  to  alter  and  improve  them. 
Details  of  these  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Deport. 

50  privies  have  been  converted  to  the  water  system  after  notices 
from  the  Health  Office. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  houses  in  the  Township. 

During  the  course  of  erection  all  new  houses  are  inspected,  and 
during  the  laying  of  the  drains  the  fall  in  the  pipes  and  cementing  of 
the  joints  is  carefully  examined,  also  the  fitting  up  of  water  closets 
and  baths. 

A  minimum  of  150  superficial  feet  of  yard  space  is  given  to  each 
house,  and  a  back  road  12  feet  wide  is  provided  behind  each  block  of 
buildings. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are 
fitted  with  baths ;  the  number  of  cottages  so  provided  is  very  limited 
indeed  and  I  should  be  pleased  to  see  them  more  general,  especially  as 
we  have  no  public  baths. 

Bye-laws  regarding  houses  let  in  lodgings  or  occupied  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  more  than  one  family,  were  adopted  by  the  Council  on 
December  1st,  1881. 


Water  Supply.  The  Township  is  supplied  with  water  by  two 
reservoirs :  Jackhouse — 86  ft.  9  ins.  deep,  capacity  68,000,000 
gallons,  and  Cobbs — capacity  20,000,000  gallons.  Jackhouse 
reservoir  is  685  feet,  and  Cobbs  reservoir  752  feet  above  sea 
level ;  the  latter  was  enlarged,  deepened,  and  thoroughly 
cleaned  two  years  ago. 
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In  addition  to  these,  there  is  a  separate  reservoir  for  Belthorn 
village,  described  in  detail  below. 

The  estimated  population  supplied  by  these  reservoirs  is  as 
follows  : — 


In  Oswaldtwistle  ...  ...  18,912 

In  Church  Council  District  ...  580 

Belthorn  Village,  Oswaldtwistle  ...  528 


Total  ...  15,000 


The  Jackhouse  and  Cobbs  Reservoirs  will  hold  a  supply,  after 
allowing  10  million  gallons  for  bottom  water,  equal  to  180  days’ 
consumption. 

The  drainage  area  to  the  Jackhouse  and  Cobbs  Reservoirs  varies 
in  elevation  from  680  feet  to  1000  feet  above  the  sea.  Certain 
portions,  of  the  moorland  from  which  the  water  would  naturally  flow 
to  the  reservoirs  of  the  Council  have  been  cut  oft',  and  the  water 
diverted  by  intercepting  open  sluices  and  drains  in  the  direction  of 
Cocker  Lumb  and  Cocker  Brook,  leaving  the  available  area  from 
which  water  is  collected  240  acres.  Certain  portions  of  the  drainage 
area  or  gathering  ground  have  a  sharp  slope,  from  which  the  water 
flows  quickly  during  times  of  storm  and  heavy  rainfall  ;  other  portions 
of  the  area  have  a  gentle  slope  from  which  the  water  will  not  flow 
quickly,  except  at  times  of  heavy  rainfall. 

In  the  year  1907,  the  Council  acquired  Brewer  Lot  and  White 
Syke  farms,  situated  within  the  gathering  grounds  of  the  waterworks ; 
the  former  by  private  treaty,  and  the  latter  compulsorily  under 
powers  granted  by  a  Provisional  Order  obtained  in  1906.  By  the 
acquisition  of  these  farms,  the  Council  are  in  a  position  to  prevent 
pollution  of  the  water  courses  feeding  the  reservoirs. 

During  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  water  supplied  to  the 
Township  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  I  had  samples  from  both 
Jackhouse  and  Cobbs  Reservoirs  analysed  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  Manchester,  and  submitted  a  report,  together  with 
Professor  Delepine’s  opinion,  to  both  the  Health  and  Waterworks 
Committees  in  the  month  of  September,  and  urged  your  Council  to 
construct  filters  for  both  reservoirs  without  delay. 

Application  has  now  been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
for  sanction  to  borrow  £4,663  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  filters 
at  Cobbs  Reservoir,  this  water  not  being  so  pure  as  that  from 
Jackhouse  Reservoir. 
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The  reservoir  for  Belthorn  village  is  1058  feet  above  sea  level. 
There  are  two  filters  with  an  area  of  80  superficial  yards.  They  are 
together  capable  of  filtering  24,000  gallons  of  water  per  day,  which  is 
equal  to  twice  the  quantity  of  water  delivered  to  the  village  ;  so  that 
when  one  of  the  filters  is  stopped  for  resting,  the  other  will  filter 
sufficient  water  for  the  daily  supply.  The  total  depth  of  filtering 
material  is  4  feet. 


Also  there  are  two  service  water  tanks  with  valves  fixed  to  work 
each  tank  separately.  The  two  tanks  have  a  holding  capacity  of 
12,000  gallons,  working  them  at  4  feet  deep.  This  is  equal  to  one 
days’  supply. 

The  filtered  water  supplied  to  the  village  is  of  good  quality. 

4’he  capacity  of  the  reservoir  is  800,000  gallons,  which  is  equal 
to  80  days’  supply  ;  but  the  supply  of  water  to  the  reservoir  is  assisted 
by  the  springs  on  the  gathering  ground. 

The  supply  of  spring  water  is  required,  not  only  to  keep  up  an 
ample  supply  of  water  to  the  village,  but  also  to  improve  its  quality 
for  domestic  purposes;  since  the  water  coming  from  the  upland  moor 
has  a  distinctly  acid  reaction,  being  therefore  possessed  of  lead 
dissolving  powers,  and  liable  to  act  upon  the  lead  service  pipes  to  the 
houses. 

In  wet  weather  the  reservoir  is  full,  most  of  the  drainage  water 
from  the  moors  is  therefore  turned  away  to  waste,  and  not  allowed  to 
enter  the  reservoir. 


Previous  to  these  waterworks  being  constructed,  the  residents 
in  the  village  had  to  rely  for  water  from  wells.  It  was  found  that  one 
well  that  supplied  the  greater  portion  of  the  residents  was  polluted 
with  drainage  from  leaky  privy  pits,  and  the  water  in  another  well 
was  polluted  with  surface  water  from  meadow  laud. 


Factories  and  Workshops-  There  are  64  of  these  work¬ 
shops.  They  have  been  inspected  on  various  occasions,  and 
complete  particulars  of  the  matters  required  to  be  complied 
with  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  have  been 
taken  and  entered  in  the  Workshops’  Record  Rook. 


Rooms  limewashed 
Fixed  means  of  ventilation  fixed 
Nuisances  abated  principally  in  regard  to 
ISanitary  conveniences 
New  W.C’s  constructed 


W.C’s  repaired 


5 

3 


7 

2 

5 


•  •  • 
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Abbey  Grange  Pickling  Works. — One  new  W.C.  has  been  con¬ 
structed  and  one  repaired.  The  floor  has  also  been  altered  and 
redrained,  and  the  chimney  made  higher. 


Notifications  under  sections  5  and  14  of  the  Factory  &  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  as  follows  : — 


Cecil  Art  Company. — W.C’s  not  separate  for  sexes.  Separate 
W.C’s  were  built. 

Bakehouse  in  Union  Road. — Required  limewashing.  Lime¬ 
washing  was  done. 


Royal  Oak  Mill.— Foul  urinal  in  bale  room.  The  urinal  was 
demolished. 


The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  II  of  which 
has  reference  to  Factories  and  Workshops  was  adopted  on  the  9th  day 
of  December,  1895. 
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The  administration  of  the  Factory  &  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

in  connection  with 


Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  &  Homework. 


i.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

7 

2 

0 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

( 

3 

0 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

84 

5 

0 

Total 

91 

15 

0 

84 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

OQ 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Rem¬ 

edied 

(3) 

Refer¬ 
red  to 
H.M. 
Ins¬ 
pector 

(4) 

^  Number  of 

■P-  Prosecution 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

5 

5 

Want  of  ventilation 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

.  . 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

. . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

- 

unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

accommodation 

.not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  &  Workshop  Act: — 

Hlegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouses  (s.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake¬ 
houses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

15 

15 

— 

— 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7,  and  8,  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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3.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  . . 

8 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners 

6 

Tailors 

5 

Bootmakers  and  Cloggers 

13 

Joiners 

3 

Plumbers 

3 

Painters 

5 

Smiths 

4 

Wheelwrights 

3 

Tinsmiths 

3 

Laundries 

2 

Miscellaneous 

9 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

64 

4.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  ofi  Factories : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  &  Workshop  Act  (s.  133). . 

0 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by'] 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

3 

H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  (s.  5.) 

Reports  (of  action  taken) 
sent  to  H.M.  Inspector.  . 

3 

Other 

. . 

15 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

•  •  *  •  •  • 

0 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

•  •  ♦  •  •  • 

0 

36 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  IViiSkshops.  Daring  the  year 
68  cowsheds,  accommodating  522  head  of  cattle  and  31  dairies 
have  been  inspected,  and  full  particulars  and  defects  entered 
in  a  register. 


With  very  few  exceptions  the  air  space  is  insufficient  in  the 
sliippons,  and  falls  far  short  of  the  800  cubic  feet  per  cow  laid  down 
in  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  Council  in  1902. 


In  many  cases  limewashing  and  general  cleanliness  were  found 
to  have  been  neglected,  and  will  require  stricter  supervision  in  the 
future. 


The  drainage  in  most  of  the  shippons  was  found  to  be  very 
defective,  and  the  condition  of  the  farm-yards  in  many  cases  was 
unsatisfactory.  These  matters  are  receiving  attention. 


A  complete  register  of  the  farms  in  the  Township  is  being 
compiled,  setting  forth  full  particulars  and  defects  of  each  building. 


Isolated  dairies  are  gradually  replacing  those  opening  from  the 
interior  of  the  farmhouses. 

There  are  no  milkshops  in  the  district. 

At  Pack  Horse  Farm  a  new  cow  shed,  dairy,  and  piggeries  have 
been  built. 

At  Middle  Duckworth  Hill  Farm  the  roof  of  shippon  has  been 
raised  and  new7  byres  fixed. 

At  Bottoms  Farm  the  drainage  has  been  overhauled  and  a  new7 
cover  to  the  tank  fixed. 

At  Higher  Eden  Farm  the  roof  of  the  shippon  has  been  raised 
two  feet,  and  the  ventilation  improved. 


Bakehouses.  The  bakehouses  have  been  inspected,  and  rules 
have  been  drawn  up  and  distributed  to  each  bakehouse,  shewing 
the  regulations  to  be  observed. 


There  are  now  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  Township. 


87 


Slaughter  Houses,  The  slaughter  houses  have  been  examined 
and  found  satisfactory. 


Offensive  Trades,  Ill  consequence  of  complaints  received  of 
the  nuisance  caused  by  the  foul  odours  arising  from  the  Nook 
Bone  Works,  a  Sub-Committee,  together  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  myself,  visited  and  inspected  the  premises.  It 
was  decided  to  have  the  outlet  pipe  from  the  condenser  carried 
under  the  furnace,  to  thereby  cremate  the  fumes  instead  of 
allowing  them  to  escape  freely  into  the  atmosphere. 

In  the  previous  year  I  had  advised  the  laying  down  of  condensing 
plant,  the  outlet  pipe  to  be  carried  to  the  furnace;  the  owners 
however,  although  they  had  constructed  condensers  consisting  of  a 
considerable  length  of  iron  piping  running  in  wooden  troughs  filled 
with  water  to  cool  the  fumes,  had  not  carried  the  outlet  to  the  furnace. 
This  work  was  completed  in  November,  and  I  believe  has  proved 
beneficial  in  reducing  the  nuisance. 

At  Abbey  Grange  Pickling  Works  considerable  improvements 
have  been  affected.  These  are  detailed  under  the  section  on  Factories 
and  Workshops. 


Black  Smoke.  The  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of 
black  smoke  is  8  minutes  per  hour. 

Only  one  complaint  of  nuisance  from  black  smoke  was  received. 
There  were  no  prosecutions  for  exceeding  the  limit. 


Removal  &  Disposal  of  House  Refuse.  The  work 
continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  employees  of  the  Council, 
the  contents  of  the  ashes  places  being  conveyed  in  covered 
carts  to  a  “  tip  ”  in  the  fields  outside  the  built-up  portion  of 
the  district. 


Disposal  Of  Excrement.  Considerable  progress  has  been 
made  in  laying  down  sanitary  pipe  sewers  with  ventilating 
manholes  in  place  of  the  old  stone  soughs  in  back  roads,  and 
in  converting  the  old  privies  to  the  water  closet  system,  though 
there  still  remains  a  number  that  require  attention. 

During  the  past  year  50  privies  have  been  converted  to  the  water 
system,  after  notices  had  been  sent  from  the  Health  Office. 
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Disinfection  in  all  cases  of  notifiable  infections  diseases  is 
carried  ont  as  efficiently  as  possible  in  the  absence  of  a  fever 
hospital.  Cases  are  isolated,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  in  the 
premises  in  which  they  occur — always  a  difficult  matter  in 
cottage  houses.  Printed  forms  with  the  requisite  precautions 
for  each  disease,  and  disinfectants  are  supplied.  At  the  end  of 
the  illness,  the  rooms  are  thoroughly  disinfected  with  formic 
aldehyde  and  sulphur  fumes,  and  the  bedding  sterilised  by  heat 
at  the  gasworks. 


Smallpox  Hospital.  During  the  year,  the  hospital  has  been 
thoroughly  overhauled.  The  ventilation  has  been  improved, 
and  many  other  details  attended  to. 

It  is  now  ready  to  accommodate  five  patients  practically  at  a 
moment’s  notice,  while  in  case  of  a  serious  outbreak  of  smallpox,  ten 
could  be  admitted. 


Schools.  All  the  day  schools  have  been  disinfected  during  the 
year  with  formic  aldehyde  and  sulphur  fumes.  Attention  is 
also  paid  to  the  water  closets  and  drains. 

No  schools  have  been  closed  during  the  past  twelve  months  on 
account  of  infectious  disease ;  but  exclusion  of  scholars  from  infected 
houses,  until  such  period  as  the  risk  of  carrying  infection  was  over, 
has  been  practised. 


Sewerage,  Drainage,  and  Sewage  Disposal.  The 

built-up  portion  of  the  district  is  gradually  becoming  sewered 
throughout  with  sanitary  glazed  pipes  with  cemented  joints, 
and  adequate  ventilating  manholes  and  lampholes,  and  many 
of  the  overhead  wire  standards  for  the  tramways  have  been 
connected  with  the  sewers  and  used  for  further  ventilation. 


In  recent  years  a  large  number  of  house  drains  have  been  over¬ 
hauled  in  converting  the  privies  to  the  water  closet  system,  the  work 
of  relaying  the  drains  being  under  the  supervision  of  the  Council. 


Downspouts,  gullies,  and  slop- stone  pipes  receive  particular 
attention,  and  in  cases  where  the  disli-stones  are  not  firmly  bedded 
in  cement,  or  the  slop-pipes  are  defective,  allowing  w7aste  water  to 
find  its  way  into  the  foundations,  steps  are  immediately  taken  to  have 
the  defects  remedied. 
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Two  years  ago,  during  the  repaying  of  Union  Road  after  the 
laying  of  the  tramlines,  a  number  of  old  stone  gullies  were  taken  up 
and  glazed  drain  pipes  laid  in  their  places. 

The  sewage  is  dealt  with  at  the  Outfall  works  in  open  septic 
tanks — five  in  number,  two  of  which  are  used  as  storm  tanks,  and 
then  passed  through  nine  feet  deep  revolving  sprinkler  filters,  the 
final  treatment  being  upon  the  land  filter  area. 

The  question  of  the  sewerage  of  Belthorn  has  been  under  con¬ 
sideration  during  the  year,  and  application  was  made  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  sanction  to  borrow  £1280  to  purchase  New 
Hall  Head  Farm  to  construct  sewage  works  for  that  village.  The 
Board  however  refused  the  application  on  account  of  the  unsuitability 
of  the  land  for  irrigation,  and  recommended  that  the  Council  should 
acquire  a  small  piece  of  land  in  a  suitable  locality,  and  provide  tanks 
and  artificial  filters  to  deal  with  the  sewage  ;  also  that  the  Council 
should  complete  the  sewering  of  the  village,  and  carry  out  necessary 
work  for  making  the  existing  sewers  efficient. 


Food  Inspection.  On  one  occasion,  24  quarts  of  shrimps  were 
seized  from  a  hawker  in  the  streets  and  destroyed ;  after  being 
examined  by  your  Chairman,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
myself,  and  considered  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The 
hawker  was  subsequently  prosecuted,  under  section  117  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  at  Church  Police  Court,  but  the 
case  was  dismissed. 

One  carcase  of  a  sheep  was  also  condemned  at  the  public 
slaughter  house. 


Observations.  The  numerous  tables  which  I  have  included  in 
this  report,  some  of  which  have  been  compiled  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
others  designed  by  myself,  require  little  explanation,  as  they 
give  in  a  clear  and  concise  form  the  health  statistics  and  the 
chief  features  relating  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Township 
during  the  past  year. 

It  may  be  noted  in  passing  however,  that  the  general  death  rate, 
the  death  rate  from  respiratory  diseases,  and  the  death  rate  from 
tuberculosis,  all  shew  an  improvement  over  the  previous  year ;  while 
the  infantile  mortality  and  death  rate  from  cancer  shew  a  slight 
increase.  The  birth  rate  and  zymotic  death  rate  remain  practically  the 
same. 
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During  the  year,  the  following  parts  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907,  were  adopted  by  the  Council  : — 

Part  II.  Part  III.  Part  IV.  Part  V.  Part  VI.  Part  VII, 
except  Sections  82  and  88.  Part  VIII.  Part  IX. 
Part  X,  Sections  98  and  95. 

In  the  month  of  March  your  Council  appointed  an  Inspector  to 
devote  his  whole  time  to  the  sanitary  work  of  the  Township,  which 
was  previously  in  the  hands  of  the  Surveyor.  During  the  nine  months 
of  the  year  since  he  commenced  his  duties,  an  enormous  amount  of 
work  has  been  done  by  the  Health  department. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  received  special  attention,  and  a 
complete  register  is  being  compiled  giving  full  particulars  of  each,  and 
defects  requiring  remedying.  As  the  number  of  farms  in  the  district 
is  considerable,  it  will  be  some  time  yet  before  the  register  is 
completed. 

The  inspection  of  factories  and  workshops  has  also  been  carefully 
and  systematically  carried  out,  and  the  old  fashioned  privies,  so 
detrimental  to  health,  have  not  been  neglected. 

Disinfection  of  schools,  and  of  houses  in  which  infectious  disease 
has  occurred,  has  been  most  thoroughly  carried  out. 

I  should  suggest  to  the  Council  that  a  new  and  up-to-date 
apparatus  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding,  etc.,  be  purchased,  as  I  do 
not  consider  the  present  one  sufficiently  efficacious. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  thank  the  Clerk,  the  Surveyor,  and  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  for  many  kindnesses 
during  the  year. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  E.  TOWNLEY,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  lor  the  Oswaldtwistle 
Urban  District  Council,  for  the  nine 
months  ending  December  31st,  1908. 


Jo  the  Chairman  and  jYCembers  of  the 

Xealth  £omn\ittee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen , 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you 
my  report  on  the  work  done  in  the  Health 
Department  since  taking  over  the  duties  on 
March  25th ,  1  eg) 8,  a  period  of  9  months. 


Inspection.  Periodical  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  made, 
and  a  house  to  house  inspection — chiefly  in  the  following  parts 
of  the  town:  James  Street,  Simpson  Street,  Bent  Street,  Kay 
Street,  Duncan  Square,  Moscow  Mill  Street,  Benjamin  Row, 
Broadfield  Street,  Broadfield  Terrace,  High  Street,  Town  Bent, 
Walkden  Barn,  Commercial  Street,  Roe  C reave  Road,  and 
Kendal  Row. 
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Old  Privies.  Many  old  privies  still  exist,  and  nuisances  frequently 
occur  from  structural  defects  and  from  the  excreta  chamber  ; 
these  are  now  receiving  special  attention  and  are  gradually 
being  converted  into  water  closets  where  possible.  The  work 
of  laying  new  drains  and  conversions  of  privies  into  water 
closets  is  carefully  inspected  before  being  passed,  and  the 
drainage  work  as  a  rule  is  well  done,  though  in  some  cases  it 
is  necessary  to  make  from  10  to  12  visits  before  the  work 
necessary  for  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  is  satisfactorily  com¬ 
pleted.  This  remark  also  applies  to  the  inspection  of  the  drain 
connections  to  new  property. 

Where  possible,  after  notices  of  existing  nuisances  have  been 
given,  I  have  met  the  property  owner  at  the  premises  complained  of, 
and  the  result  has  been  highly  satisfactory,  much  extra  work  having 
been  arranged  for  in  this  way. 


Drain  Testing-.  In  four  instances  a  test  of  drains  has  been 
made.  Defects  were  found  in  three  cases  which  were  after¬ 
wards  remedied. 


Infectious  Disease.  236  visits  have  been  made  to  infected 
houses,  and  59  houses  have  been  fumigated.  In  each  case 
reported,  the  infected  house  has  been  inspected,  instruction 
given  re  isolation  of  patient,  a  printed  form  with  the  requisite 
precaution  for  each  disease,  and  disinfectants  supplied.  After 
the  recovery  of  the  patient,  the  premises  have  been  disinfected 
with  formic  aldehyde  vapours,  and  the  bedding  and  clothing 
dealt  with  in  the  disinfecting  chamber,  first  with  steam  and 
then  dry  heat. 

During  each  holiday  the  whole  of  the  day  schools  have  been 
disinfected,  the  inside  walls  and  floors  being  sprayed  with  formic 
aldehyde  solution,  and  the  water  closets,  urinals,  and  drains 
disinfected. 

On  April  27th,  notice  was  received  from  the  Port  Medical  Officer 
of  Southampton,  that  a  case  of  smallpox  had  occurred  on  board  the 
R.M.S  “  Avon,”  and  that  a  resident  of  this  district  had  been  a 
passenger.  The  gentleman  was  visited  upon  his  arrival  here,  but  no 
development  of  the  disease  took  place. 


Hospital.  During  the  year,  extensive  alterations  were  carried  out 
at  the  hospital,  and  the  premises  thoroughly  renovated  and 
cleansed.  Five  beds  are  now  fixed  and  ready,  and  the  hospital 
can  be  in  use  in  an  hour’s  time  if  required. 
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Black  Smoke.  Observations  have  been  taken  of  chimneys 
emitting  black  smoke  at  various  times,  and  in  one  instance  the 
owners  of  the  premises  were  written  to  calling  their  attention 
to  the  amount  of  black  smoke  being  emitted,  after  which  there 
was  a  decided  improvement  and  no  further  serious  cause  for 
complaint. 


Water  Analysis.  Eleven  samples  of  water  have  been  taken 
from  various  parts  of  the  district. 


Slaughter  Houses.  The  slaughter  houses  have  frequently 
been  visited  and  the  premises  found  in  a  cleanly  state  and 
limewashed.  Alterations  were  carried  out  at  one  of  the 
licensed  slaughter  houses,  the  floor  being  relayed  and  the 
drainage  rearranged. 

The  public  abattoir  is  kept  clean  and  satisfactory  with  the 
exception  of  the  fasting  pens,  where  occasionally  accumulations  of 
manure  are  allowed  to  remain.  The  individual  offenders  have  each 
been  written  to  and  cautioned. 


Offensive  Trades.  The  Nook  Bone  Works  have  been  under 
observation,  and  several  visits  have  been  made  to  the  premises. 
In  November  last  suggested  alterations  were  carried  out,  and 
the  outlet  pipe — which  previously  discharged  into  the  open  air 
after  passing  through  the  condensing  apparatus,  was  extended 
so  that  the  fumes  were  carried  into  the  furnace  and  there 
cremated.  The  alterations  have  made  a  decided  improvement, 
and  no  further  complaint  has  been  received. 


Bakehouses.  The  bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory  with  one  exception  which  required  lime¬ 
washing  and  cleansing,  and  this  was  done  upon  notice  being 
served. 

During  the  year,  copies  of  the  “  Sanitary  Regulations  of  Bake¬ 
houses  ”  were  printed  and  supplied  to  the  occupiers  of  bakehouses, 
with  a  request  to  have  them  prominently  displayed  on  the  wall. 


Factories.  At  the  Hoyle  Bottom  Mill,  for  the  use  of  the  male 
workers,  one  urinal  and  two  pail  closets  have  been  substituted 
for  the  old  privy  cesspit  which  has  been  demolished,  also  an 
extra  pail  closet  has  been  provided  for  the  use  of  females. 
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Workshops.  The  workshops  have  been  visited,  and  with  few 
exceptions  have  been  found  satisfactory.  Insufficient  closet 
accommodation  was  found  in  two  cases  and  two  new  water 
closets  were  provided;  three  workshops  had  further  fixed  means 
of  ventilation  provided  ;  five  were  limewashed  and  cleansed, 
and  the  floor  of  one  was  relayed,  the  drainage  reconstructed, 
and  the  chimney  raised  a  height  of  12  feet  to  prevent  smoke 
blowing  down  to  the  adjoining  premises. 

Five  notifications  of  new  workshops  were  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories. 

The  following  trades  are  represented  in  the  various  workshops 
within  the  district : — 


Dressmakers  and  Milliners 
Tailors 

Bootmakers  and  Cloggers 

Joiners 

Plumbers 

Painters 

Smiths 

Wheelwrights 

Tinsmiths 

Laundries 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Miscellaneous 


6 

5 

13 

3 
8 
5 

4 
3 
3 
2 
8 
9 


Total 


64 


Homework.  There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  Special  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  dairies  and  cowsheds,  and  the  following  farms  have  been 
visited  : — Nook  Farm,  Bury  Meadow,  Duckworth  Hill,  Middle 
Duckworth  Hill,  Lighthurst,  Lower  Fold,  White  Croft,  Brown 
Cow,  Moss  Hall,  Britannia,  Whittaker  Hall,  Sough  Lane,  Leg 
Lock,  Lower  Eden,  Higher  Eden,  Pack  Horse,  Black  Bull, 
Coach  and  Horses,  Bamsclough,  Broad  Carr,  Childers  House, 
Gaulkthorn,  Falls,  Stanhill  Lane,  Higher  Stanhill,  Small  Fold, 
Knuzden  Moss,  Peel  Fold,  Cabin  End,  and  Bottoms. 

68  cowsheds — containing  522  milking  cows  have  been  inspected, 
measured,  and  placed  on  the  register,  and  many  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  chiefly  in  connection  with  the  drainage  of  the  cow- 
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sheds  and  yards,  the  removal  of  drain  inlets  from  the  interior  of 
cowsheds  and  dairies,  and  the  farther  ventilation  of  same.  In  many 
of  the  cowsheds  the  air  space  per  cow  is  insufficient,  and  the 
ventilating  and  lighting  bad ;  and,  although  the  majority  of  the 
farmers  do  not  believe  in  ventilation  and  so  great  an  air  space  as  800 
feet,  as  they  say  when  the  cows  are  not  kept  warm  they  do  not  yield 
much  milk,  they  (the  farmers)  fail  to  appreciate  the  difference  between 
a  well  ventilated  and  a  draughty  cow  house ;  still  improvements  are 
gradually  taking  place. 


At  the  Pack  Horse,  Belthorn,  a  new  cowshed  and  isolated  dairy 
has  been  built.  At  Middle  Duckworth  Hill  and  Higher  Eden  Farms 
the  roofs  of  cowsheds  have  been  raised  and  new  byres  fixed.  At 
Bottoms  Farm  the  whole  of  the  drainage  has  been  rearranged  and 
covered  pipes  laid,  a  cover  has  also  been  provided  for  the  tank.  At 
Lower  Eden,  Black  Bull,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ramsclough,  Knuzden 
Moss,  and  Cabin  End  Farms,  improvements  have  been  made,  and 
other  required  alterations  at  several  of  the  farms  have  been  promised 
for  the  coming  year. 


Several  minor  alterations  have  been  carried  out  at  various 
dairies,  drain  inlets  removed  from  the  interior  and  further  ventilation 
provided.  At  one  farm  the  overflow  pipe  from  the  cooler  was  found 
to  be  connected  direct  with  the  drain,  this  defect  was  immediately 
remedied  upon  written  notice.  The  dairies  as  a  rule  are  kept  clean. 


There  are  no  registered  milkshops  in  the  district,  as  all  the 
farmers  who  sell  milk  do  so  from  carts  direct  to  the  consumer.  The 
milk  itself  is  of  good  quality,  the  milk  pails  and  kits  are  generally  well 
kept  and  clean,  and  the  cows  as  a  whole  are  healthy. 


In  compiling  the  report  I  have  summarised  the  work,  shewing 
the  number  of  inspections  made,  of  notices  served,  structural 
alterations  carried  out,  and  full  information  will  be  obtained  from  the 
following  tables. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS. 


(March  26th  to  December  31st,  igo8.) 


No.  of  dwelling  houses  examined  as  to  their  sanitary  condition... 
,,  inspections  of  workshops 

,,  ,,  factories  with  regard  to  sanitary  con¬ 

veniences 

„  slaughter  houses 

,,  ,,  bakehouses 

,,  „  diaries  and  cowsheds 

,,  ,,  drains  to  new  property 

,,  ,,  work  proceeding  for  abatement  of  nuisance 

after  notice 

„  ,,  re  complaints 

,,  samples  of  water  obtained 
„  fumigations  after  notifiable  disease 
,,  ,,  at  schools 

,,  visits  to  houses  in  which  infectious  disease  occurred 

to  hospital  ...  ...  ... 


625 

91 

7 

110 

20 

149 

24 

542 

58 
11 

59 
22 

236 

10 


Total 


1964 
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TABLE  I. 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  requiring  Abatement 

of  Nuisances,  &c. 

To  remedy  defective  drains,  water  closets,  privies,  and  ashpits  ...  65 

,,  repair  slopstone  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  ,,  urinals  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  yard  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  cleanse  ditch  and  watercourse  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  remove  offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  11 

,,  abate  nuisance  from  the  keeping  of  animals  or  poultry  ...  6 

,,  render  houses  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  1 

,,  repair  dwelling  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  or  fix  rain  water  spoutings  ...  ...  2 

,,  whitewash,  purify  and  cleanse  dwelling  houses  ...  10 

„  repair  floor  and  redrain  slaughter  house  ...  ...  1 

,,  limewash,  purify  and  cleanse  workshops  ...  ...  8 

,,  abate  nuisance  caused  by  emission  of  black  smoke  ...  1 

,,  provide  water  closets,  privies,  and  ashpits  ...  ...  6 

,,  reduce  overcrowding  in  workshops  ...  ...  1 

,,  provide  means  of  ventilation  for  workshops  ...  ...  1 


These  notices  were  the  ordinary  informal  notices  to  the  persons 
in  default,  and  after  reporting  to  your  Committee,  only  in  a  few 
instances  has  it  been  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices,  the  work 
being  done  on  receipt  of  the  first  notice  in  the  other  cases. 

58  written  and  verbal  complaints  of  alleged  nuisances  have  been 
received  and  investigated. 

184  letters  and  memoranda  have  been  sent  out  and  74  received, 
exclusive  of  reports. 
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TABLE  II. 


Alterations  made,  and  new  structures  provided  in 
compliance  with  Notices. 


No.  of  old  privies  converted  into  water  closets 
,,  ,,  ,,  pail  closets 

New  drains — yards  in  length 
No.  of  drain  traps 

,,  ventilating  shafts 

new  pans  and  traps  in  water  closets 
water  closets  repaired 
pail  closets  ,, 

privies  ,, 

ashpits  ,, 

urinals  provided 
manure  pits  repaired 
yards  paved  or  repaved 
drains  cleaned 
water  closets  cleaned 
drains  and  W.C’s  cleaned  by  U.D.C. 
slop-stones  fitted  with  pipes 
slop-stone,  bath,  or  lavatory  pipes  disconnect 
new  water  closets 
new  soil  pipes 
new  ash  tubs 
new  urinals 

cellar  drains  disconnected 
privies  demolished  and  removed... 
ashpits  ,,  „ 

houses  drained  to  sewer 
stables  or  pig-styes  drained  to  sewer 
houses  repaired  and  cleansed  throughout 
houses  having  had  roof  repaired  and  spoutings  fixed 
houses  cleansed  and  limewashed  by  occupiers 
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50 

11 

1710 

95 

2 

2 

10 

4 

3 
45 

2 

4 

10 

27 

9 

264 

9 

8 

5 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

66 

8 

8 

11 

11 
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TABLE  III. 

Result  of  Notices  requiring  Abatement  of  Nuisance  from 
Overcrowding  in  Dwelling  Houses. 

No.  of  houses  in  which  the  number  of  inmates  was  reduced  ...  1 

,,  vacated  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Four  cases  were  investigated,  two  of  which  proved  frivolous. 


Table  IV. — Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

COWSHEDS  : — 

No.  of  persons  placed  on  register  as  cow-keepers  ...  80 

,,  cowsheds  inspected  and  measured  ...  G8 

,,  milking  cows  kept  ...  ...  ...  522 

,,  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

DAIRIES:— 

No.  of  dairies  placed  on  register  isolated  ...  11 

Opening  from  interior  of  farm  house  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 
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Table  V. — Unwholesome  Food  Destroyed. 

Carcase  of  one  sheep. 

24  quarts  of  shrimps. 


Table  VI. — Bakehouses. 


No.  of  bakehouses  in  use  ...  ...  8 

,,  underground  bakehouses  ...  ...  0 

,,  bakehouses  registered  as  factories  ...  1 

„  inspections  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  bakehouses  limewaslied  (after  notice)  ...  1 


Table  VII. — Slaughter  Houses. 


No.  of  slaughter  houses  at  public  abattoir  ...  8 

,,  registered  slaughter  houses  now  in  use  — 

,,  licensed  ,,  „  3 

Total  ...  6 

,,  slaughter  house  licenses  renewed  ...  8 


,,  applications  for  licenses  for  new  slaughter 

houses  granted  ...  ...  — 

,,  applications  for  licensee  for  new  slaughter 

houses  refused  ...  ...  — 

„  notices  of  occupation  received  ...  — 

,,  slaughter  houses  in  which  floors  have  been 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  inspections  ...  ...  ...  110 
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Table  VIII. — Workshops. 

No.  of  new  workshops  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

of  Factories  ...  ...  5 

,,  workshops  now  on  register  ...  ...  64 

,,  complaints  received  from  H.M.  Inspector 

of  Factories  ...  ...  3 

,,  notices  served  relative  to  insanitary  con¬ 
dition  at  workshops  ...  ...  15 

,,  inspections  ...  ...  ...  91 

Work  carried  out  in  compliance  with  notices ,  viz  : — 

„  rooms  limewashed  and  cleansed  ...  5 

,,  workshops  in  which  means  of  ventilation 

have  been  provided  ...  ...  3 

,,  workshops  repaired  ...  ...  1 

,,  other  nuisances  abated  (principally  con¬ 
nected  with  sanitary  conveniences)  ...  7 


Table  IX.— Infectious  Disease. 

63  cases  were  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification) 
Act,  1889,  from  January  1st,  to  December  31st,  1908. 

No.  of  houses  in  which  infectious  diseases  have 

occurred  ...  ...  ...  59 

,,  visits  to  above  houses  ...  ...  236 

,,  houses  fumigated  ...  ...  59 
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Office-  I  would  bring  to  your  notice  the  present  office  accom¬ 
modation  being  inadequate  and  unfit,  and  as  there  is  a  lot  of 
clerical  work  in  connection  with  the  duties  of  Inspector,  a 
more  satisfactory  office  is  urgently  needed. 


I  have  now  become  fairly  well  acquainted  with  the  various  parts 
of  the  district,  and  this  will  facilitate  the  work  during  the  ensuing 
year. 


In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  the  Health  Committee,  their 
Chairman,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  their  kindness  and 
courtesy  extended  to  me  in  my  official  work. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  RAWLING,  (Cert.  Royal  San.  Ins.) 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Oswaldtwistle, 
January ,  igog. 


